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Subject Chattooga headwaters comments

To whom it may concern:

 

As an outdoor recreation professional as well as an avid kayaker, I am a strong proponent of allowing 

access to the headwaters of the Chattooga River to paddlers. The primary issue of a fishing-paddling 

user conflict does not exist in reality – users who fish utilize the stream at lower river levels, while 

paddlers will primarily frequent the waters at higher river levels. I have seen anti-paddling propaganda 

posted at local establishments in the Highlands-Cashiers area, which – I believe- has promulgated false 

notions such as the concepts of whitewater paddlers littering the stream, driving recklessly, inciting 

trouble, and essentially destroying pristine wilderness. The river is not only difficult for most 

recreational boaters to access, its rapids are also above the ability of the average (and above average) 

recreational kayaker or canoeist. The numerous species of salamanders endemic to the area are not in 

danger of becoming rare or extinct, as the amount and type of paddling would likely have little impact 

on the population. While the number of rare or endangered plants within the Chattooga Headwaters is 

significant, paddling would involve much less impact on plants in the stream or along the riparian zone 

than other activities currently allowed (i.e. fishing, hiking, backpacking, camping). 

 

The Chattooga Conservancy claims that the Chattooga Headwaters are “the only place left in the region 

outside of Great Smoky Mountains National Park to have a wilderness experience.” However, GSMNP 

allows paddling in their park. (I personally have paddled sections of the Little River, the Middle Prong of 

the Little River, and Big Creek with NPS boundaries.) While GSMNP manages their park as wilderness, 

they do not forbid boating access, and paddling has not shown significant detriment to the park. Linville 

Gorge Wilderness, Shining Rock Wilderness, Gorges State Park, Citico Creek Wilderness, and Joyce 

Kilmer Wilderness are all areas with tracts managed as wilderness that permit paddling. Again, land 

managers of these areas have not deemed paddling to be detrimental or outlawed boating as the 

Chattooga Wild and Scenic River has on the Chattooga Headwaters.

 

Please consider allowing recreational paddling on the sections 00, 0, and 1 of the Chattooga.

 

Thank you for your time,

Jenna

 

Jenna Bales Walker

Outdoor Recreation Coordinator

Spartanburg Parks Commission

9039 Fairforest Road

Spartanburg, SC 29301

(864) 595-5356

Visit: www.spartanburgparks.org
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Subject chattooga boat ban

Keep "wild and scenic" just the way it is.  Lifting the boating ban will lead to the destruction of a beautiful 

place.  Boats do not belong on this remote stretch, far too many injuries will occur. 

Michael Robson
Ricoh Americas Corporation
4667 N. Royal Atlanta Dr.
Tucker, GA 30084
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